
Nicole Naone, b 1987
Bikini and the bikini
Projected archival footage, 2022

Between 1946-58, the United States detonated 23 nuclear devices at Bikini Atoll, including 20 hydrogen bombs
cumulatively yielding the energetic equivalent of 78.52 megatons (78.52 million tons) of TNT. Among those was the
Castle Bravo H-bomb test which yielded 15 megatons, one thousand times more powerful than the 15-kiloton bomb
which destroyed Hiroshima. The 167 inhabitants of Bikini Atoll who were relocated to a nearby island were still
exposed to immensely dangerous levels of radiation.

The horrendous actions taken against humanity on Bikini Atoll were conveniently overshadowed by an “explosive”
new swimsuit debuted the same week as the first bomb test by French designer Louis Réard: the bikini. To this day,
the bikini continues its tradition of surfing waves of toxicity, symbolizing the over-sexualization and objectification
of female pro surfers.
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Ma waena o nā makahiki 1946-58, ua hoʻopahū ʻo ʻAmelika Hui Pū ʻia i nā mea nukelea he iwakāluakūmākolu ma ka
Moku Kuaʻau Bikini, me nā pahū haikokene he iwakālua, hoʻohui ʻia, like ka ʻikehu me nā TNT he 78.52 pākana (78.52
miliona kana). ʻO kekahi ka hoʻokolohua Castle Bravo H-bomb i loaʻa he ʻumikūmālima pākana, he pā kaukani mai ka
ikaika ma mua o ka pōkā pahū he ʻumikūmālima kilokana i pau ai ʻo Hiroshima. Ua hoʻoneʻe ʻia ka poʻe noho he
hoʻokahi haneli kanaonokūmāhiki i kekahi mokupuni a mau nō naʻe ko lākou pā ʻana i nā pae pōʻino loa o ka
pāhawewe.

Ua hūnā ʻia kēia mau hana weliweli a ʻino loa i nā kānaka ma ka Moku Kuaʻau Bikini ma hope o ka puka makamaka
ʻana mai o kekahi lole ʻauʻau hou ma ka pule hoʻokahi o ka hoʻokolohua pōkā pahū mua, na kekahi hakulau Palani ʻo
Louis Réard: ka bikini. A hiki i kēia lā, heʻe ka bikini i nā nalu ʻawahia, he kūhōʻailona ia o ka hōʻike kukoʻino me ka
hoʻokae kuko i nā wāhine heʻenalu ʻoihana.

HOʻOLAUNA
He kanaka kaua ʻo Nicole Naone, he Hawaiʻi a he Kolea, a ʻike ʻia kāna hana ma ke kiʻi ʻoniʻoni, ke kālai kiʻi a me ka
ʻoiaʻiʻo kikohoʻe. He haumāna puka ʻo ia no ka polokalamu hanohano ʻo Sundance Institute Indigenous Program, ke
Kulanui o Hawaiʻi ma Mānoa (BFA), a me ke Kula ʻo Kamehameha (Kapālama), hoʻohanohano ʻia ʻo Naone no kāna
mau kiʻi ʻoniʻoni kaʻapeha, laʻa hoʻi me ke kiʻi ʻoniʻoni koʻikoʻi ʻo WAIKIKI (2020) a me kāna kiʻi pōkole ʻo Hawaiians,
Unite (2021) ma MTV. Nui kāna hana kūʻē a he kūlana koʻikoʻi ʻiʻo nō kona ma ke ʻano he kuʻi i ka hana noʻeau me ke
kaulike o ka poʻe Hawaiʻi, a ʻike ʻia ia hana ʻana āna ma o kāna mau pukana, e like hoʻi me Mauna Fuji (2014), Kalaoke o
Mākua (2019), PIKO (2021) a me Bikini and the Bikini (2023). I kēia mau lā, nui kāna hana i ka hoʻopālama ʻana iā
Maunakea ma o HŌʻĀ Hawaiʻi a me ka hoʻihoʻi ʻana aku o nā iwi kūpuna Hawaiʻi me ka Hui Iwi Kuamoo.


